POOP from Group

' Jack, Returns!

Photo courtesy Archant/Antony Kelly

SEVENTY-ONE Years and two months after gently lifting his B24J from the Rackheath runway on Operation
AHome Runo, the |l ong journey back to the U.S. with]c
Weyler made an emotional return to the scene which hade made such a profound impact on a young man barely 20
years old back in 1945. So it was on one of the warmest days of the year in late August we welcomed Jack gnd
Karin Weyler to what remains of the former airfield and Rackheath base which saw Jack and his crew complete 15
combat missions in the 789th Sq. during the last two months of air operations. Having flown in from Houston, TX.|
the previous morning, this was Jackés first experi
Crew Commander in very different circumstances. Whilst life has changed almost beyond recognition in some wayf
since 1945, the feelings from local people towards our veterans is unchanged; they still receive a warm welcome gnd
to have Jack return in 2016 made an exceptional impression on all throughout the brief visit. (More coverage on the¢
special return of Jack Weyler to Rackheath can be found inside this issue).

19%
S5

v)

*** Eirst Mission Tragedy: a previous little known incident ***
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Presi dent 6s
Message

By Brian Mahoney

Our energetic and creative Editor and Director, Andy W.not responsible for
the lateness of this issue, which was held until now because your 2017 Reginiol
Commi ttee had hoped to have Ratherthan n f
hold thisPOOPI| onger , and del ay our bel at]ed
wishes to you all, | will give a brief update on the reunion situation.

It is clear from the review of three possible locat®i3C, Florida and Tuscon,
as called for by attendees of the wonderful joint reunion in Seattiat our
nati onds c apiltisano secrét thgt sewerahhad hopegd this would pe
the case.We had hoped to be giving you the name of a hotel and dates to hold in
this newsletter, but it will have to wait for a special mailing, or the next, undelayed
POOP.

Yours truly is nominal head of the committee, and frankly we have not hgd a
good start, so a spring reunion is now out of consideratddfe hope to soon
contact you with information on a September or October schedw@nt to take
this opportunity to r@pen the committee to new blood; if you are willing to sit
on Skype meetings fweekly and work with others to secure specific features Jof
this more casual and intimate Osol]obd
away.

Our board of Directors Vice President, Jay Shower, has had some serious lealt
issues in the past few monthiis daughter Snowden, with full support of his de
friend (and our new Secretary) Ann Pooch, is overseeing his careg in
Arizona. Please keep all three in your thoughts and prayers.

I't has been a singular election sga:¢
of Chief Executive to be sworn in by the time you read thidthout going into
the forbidden topics of religion or politics, | will only say that | hope when We
do come together in DC, the swamp will still be liveable and enjoyable, and fhat
new alligators and old will once again find ways to tease effective governance anc
reasonableness back to center stage, and cwméors on both sides will
remember how to disagree without being disagreealle.r e s t o | ijg|l
Letdéds hope this is not too much to Jas

=)

Brian H. Mahoney- Archivist@brianhmahoney.com



https://www.facebook.com/groups/209080115899870/

News From Station 145

From David Hastings MBE

Great news that the Marker lights are now back in action thanks to hard work by Roger, Mr Summers and Diafe D
the Clerk to the Rackheath Parish Countiie fault was not as serious as first forecast and a local firm of Roy Cdzen:
electricians carried out the work at a low cost to help the 467th Vetehartbe two floodlights were over 25 years old apd
showing their age they have replaced these with modern versions and the whole bill for the entire work was just oyer £
so we are back in business and they look grédso the company supplying the electricity from their offfees kindly
agreed not to charge us.

On the sad side we have just heard that owing to a changaeofbership the local Veterans organisation which has
been looking after the Memorial site on behalf of the Parish Council may not be able to cotftithig happens Jean
Rogerand | will hold the fort until the Parish Council finds a new team.

Another highlight this summer was when | was invited by Chris Ashman the Headtoatstlrto two classes at th¢
Rackheath Primary School on what it was like to live in the War and how we met the American 2nd Air Division. | spent
hour with each class and was deeply impressed by the youngsters and their depth of questions. As part of thgir ai
project | leant them the 467th DVD and two books on the 467th histideyare just so lucky to have such a great schod in
our village and it was a privilege to share my memories with them.

Back to the Marker and the flags have been replaced and shortly we will start on the Autumn tidy progiencae.
never thank the local Veterans organisation enough for all their kindness and we will miss them if they do have
leave. Diane Dring from the Parish Council hopes to feature the 467th Marker in their next newsletter.Also can we fexpl
our sincere thanks to Martie Fankhauser from Tucson for her splendid gift of six new flags for the Marker.your
greatkindness and generosity are deeply appreciated and we can never thank you enough.

More news. The Norwich Northern Distributor road is leaving a huge scar on our countryside and has now torn throt
the domestic site on the old airfield, past the house of the late Harry Gay who was forced to leave many years ago, |
way to the Wroxham road. This massive dual carriageway will skirt Norwich Airport before it finally peters qut e
Taverham and it will be interesting to see if this £178 million project which is already over budget will bring the bpnef
promised by the politician3he unique Village Sign is being-ferbished and | hope to bring you a photo in the next isspe.

Finally on a personal note, | have also be kept hard at work as | have been asked to write two books of "Memofies”
on RAF National Service in Germany during the Cold War 18382 and the other on my "Forty Years of Flying" whi]h
will naturally feature my 29,000 miles of fun in the USA with David Patterson of the 2nd Air Divisiappy days indeed.

We owe you all so much and you will never be forgotten.

With all our best wishes

David and Jean Hastings plus Roger
Base Contact

Hon. Member 467th BG Association
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Notes from the Editor

seeéeveees

[@esessssves | as we strive to maintain and carry the torch to the memory and legacy of the
| Do oe | - . .

‘ : s As each year passes, the veterans remaining tails off dramatically as even the
est who served at Rackheath enter t

evolve and traces of the base become harder to discern as new roads, new building

replace the old. Many of the original structures may long have gone but the enduring memory of young America
and the cacophony of engine noise still resonate clearly in the minds of local folk as the 467th story gets pas9
generation to generation. Do your bit to preserve
significantly contributed by the actions of the 467th, by supporting and promoting the goals of the Association. Tak
at our vibrant Group Facebook page fiThe 467th Bomb
Collins, and share those prized photos, memoirs, both hefeHrO O Rrid with Chris

You would have read our Presidentdés words and the
either September or October time in DC. I canobt s 1
successfully pull together and make this a reality. Brian has experience organizing many past Reunions, particularly
Heritage League, and would welcome support (however small) if we are to make this happen. Let us continue to
the highly successful and healthily attended Reunion last year in Seattle by making 2017 an event to remem
wonderful veterans continue to grace us with their presence, honor their efforts and achievements by suppd
Reunion and offering your help and assistance to Brian right away.

During August we were delighted to have a number of special visitors to Rackheath who had made the long
across the pond. Early part of the month $2egs Rainwater a frequent contributor to this newsletter whose late fat
T/Sgt. Roy. L. Rainwater was a former engineer on one of the original 790th Sqg. crews. Accompanying Ross w4
Suzannew h o jpuineyed from TennessedaughterJenny and fiancélfom Fiscellafrom L.A., and daughtesarawho is
married to a Brit. and lives much closer in London. Perhaps highlight of the visit was unexpected access inside R

A very Happy New Year to veterans, family, associates of the 467th BG, and our
| oy al r e aPd@QPs forfo mash@ereaiibark on a challenging year ahegd
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Hall. Home to Sir Edward Stracey & family during WWII, the Hall was located among the accommodation area of tihe b

and senior 467th personnel would often receive invitation to visit. After years of falling into disrepair, it was coovg
luxury apartments and we very fortunate to be invited to view inside by a very kind owner. Much of the o
opulence still remains including an impressive entrance dominated by a marble fireplace apdmadiny leading to a

majestic sweeping staircase dominated by a grandgiss window. An obligatory stop at the 2AD Memorial Library |n

Norwich rounded off a wonderful day.

Ross with daughters, Jenny and Sara, at the Marker in August. A glimpse inside the entrance of Rackheath Hall
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