POOP from Group

AThe Battles of SPLASHER#50, the
D-Day. Original ARUTH MARI EO Pil ot
that historic day.

*** Washington DC 2017 Reunion ***
14 - 18 September
Schedul e, Hotel, Registrationé.
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The 467th
Bombardment Group
The Rackheath Aggies

Presi dent 0s
Message
By Brian Mahoney
Five years ago, it |l ooked as if wje
individuals stepped forward then, and in the time since, to serve in Directorjand
of ficer position, and i nltif eearsthatfwe ralima |
encourage one another, and still have energy and focus to persist & a

organization. While we have reluctantly adjusted to the inevitable loss of the

veterans and their spoudethe youngest WW Il veterans are now 90 year$ old

we have also been blessed to have substantial numbers achieve that ade a

considerably more.

We are excitedly filling in the small details for our upcoming reunion in DE,

anticipating that some of the vets will still be able to attend, hale and h&¥ety.
know this will not last too much longer, but are delighted we can still say that,

and

are committed to making the most of our time with our heroic, authelftic

"Rackheath Aggies"ln 2012, we would not have presumed to be in this wondef
position today.

Our association persists because
value the history we shar@®ur ways of doing this will continually evolve, while

Ful

-

our gratitude for, and pride in those who served in the 467th Bomb Group only]gets

stronger.
Whether or not you can join us in September (see all the information

and

registration materials starting on page 12), your Directors and Officers will] be

interested in hearing your ideas about how to continue as an organization, ar
part you may want to play in thisNo need to be in attendance, or wait until the
to give us your considered thoughts.

I hope this finds you well, and able to enjoy each day.

Brian H. Mahoney- Archivist@brianhmahoney.com
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/209080115899870/

News From Station 145

From David Hastings MBE

With the evenings drawing out and plants beginning to grow in the garden wejhav
all the signs that summer is fast approachifithis means that the Marker is due forja
spring clean and we have hoisted a new set of flags thanks to Martie Fankhausqr frc
Tucson. Bless you Martie and mentioning Tucson reminds me of my happy lanfling

there with David Patterson in the337. Also glad to say that the new floodlights are superb so we are ready for apoth
season.Back in the village and the new Village Sign looks great and | think we are the only village to h&eanBts
sign. (see photographs). We are so lucky to have Diane Dring as the Clerk to Rackheath Parish Council.

Still in the village the Norwich Aircrew Association held its Annual Lunch at Rackheath for the first time and the $ole
Heel really spoilt us with superb food and a very warm welcothgiou are in Rackheath and want a good meal iy a
friendly atmosphere then The Sole & Heel is the place to go. They even have a 467th Ale !

The Northern Distributor Road still tears its way across valuable farmland and the old domestic site on the airleld
getting into Norwich is chaotic at the momergadly the wretched Ecotown of 4,500 houses is also now underway ggai
but under a new guise of "Rackheath North" and this will totally destroy the character of Rackheath and Salhouge a
know them- they say this is progressCan you imagine all the fields and tree copses in Muck Lane all covered in corjcret
and houses.

On the bright side | met a group of Base Contacts recently and it was geeel some old facesAmazingly some of
these people have served the 2nd ADA and the Library for over 75 years and are still going strong preserving the pld |
and looking after the Veterans and their families when they viditw right the late Anne Barne and Founder Tryst
Governor was when she suggested thatlinks with the wartime bases should be strengthened athe $tviends of the
Memorial were formed.Talking of friends | am sad to say that Ken Meazey has dfesh composed the unique "2nd Al
Division USAAF Fanfare" and with his Anglian Big Band played a large part in all the Norwich Conventions. How dan v
ever forget him playing "Glen Miller music" at Norwich Thorpe Station when the 2nd ADA trains arrived or the Fanjare
Norwich Cathedral we will miss him.

So best wishes from all of us who are involved in keeping your memaories alive at Station 145 at Rackheath andjwe
to meet some of you this summer.

Stay well and God BlessNe will never forget you.
Jean, David and Roger Hastingsmail: <FlyDJAir@aol.com>
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Notes from the Editor

I t 6s a lgbforoy anhualmesinion/convention this September at the Hiljon
Garden Inn, Courthouse Plaza, close to Washington DC. Our President has|bee
@ vvesossres feverishly working to ensure another enticing program of tour options and eventg anc

it for the less active, a relaxing convivial Day Room to chat over a coffee and ehjoy
viewing, memorabilia, photos, records, and all things 467th along with our vetefans
Afwho wer datctkkenao 44/ 45. Donot | et thhi

coesseveee

every effort to come and join the fun in DC for what promises to be another memorable occasion. We look forpvarc
warmly welcome all, a chance to renew friendships, and above all recognize and celebrate the legacy and achiev
the finest Bomb Group in the European Theater. I 0l
everything you need to know about the 2017 Reunion can be found in this issue.
Christine White has provided terrific news her grandfathioe Haenn former 789th Sq. B24 Mechanic at Rackheagh,
reached the | andmark age of 100 years young in Apr}l
Clockd on the momentous day. Joe avidly reads fAaPOOP|0
2017 Reunion in September.
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Right: Joe Haenn on the left with Crew Chief ¢
B24 fAWabbitd Frank

Regular contributorRoss Rainwatef wr ot e of receiving something of] a

buddy who in turn, knowing the 467th connection of | R
Crew Member Jacket, taken on a museum tour of ColoRap L. Rainwater of the 790th Sq. had flown combat aboargl
AWitchcrafto twice, in May and July 44. We | earned t

Pueblo CO. which had grown from a collection of aircraft belonging to Fred Weisbrod before becoming a museumngrun
the Pueblo Historical Aircraft Society and hosting over 30 aircraft and artefacts in two hangars at the airfield. THe ghotc
the jacket was by no means conclusive as authentic,]
back. Intrigued by the photo prompted an email to the Museum seeking further detail and clarification regardjng
exhibit. Curator of PHASShawn Kirscht, kindly responded providing further photos and promised to check recordgs to
learn when and whom donated the jacket. The new images revealed thb mathgg e on t he fr ont
instantly we were pretty certain it was none other thdho b 6  M,doEmweretailgunner with the 790th Lt George Reedl
Crew who both named and flew AWitchcrafto al most tlhe
attending past 467th BG Reunions. Shawn further mailed to confirm, indeed it was Bob who donated the jacket pt s
point during the 90s from a Californian address. It is not known why Bob specifically donate@ s this particularly
museum in Colorado, although we do know his immediate post war address was Greeley, CO.




A2 Jacket which belonged to AWi tcHecr
tail-gunner, Bob McEwen, on display at the
Peublo Aircraft Museum. Pueblo, CO.
Bob wearing the jacket, Rackheath 1944

Our Base ContacDavid Hastings has drawn attention it is 75 yearp
and his integral role in returning a B24 back to East Anglia when we celebrated the 50th anniversary back in 1992.

TWENTY FI VE YEARS AGOeé.
Twenty Five years ago in 1992 we celebrated the 25th anniversary of the arrival in Gt.Britain of the 8th United Sta

Army Air Force and the start of a unique friendship in East Anglia with the 2nd Air DiviSlonWednesday June 10th o
that year over 15,000 peopjathered at Norwich International Airport to witness the arrival of the famess |Bberator
"Diamond Lil" after her Transatlantic flight from Fort Worth in Texaish our Base Contact David Hastings as one of the
pilots, the first time in over forty years that a2B had been seen in NorfolKhis unique flight was due to the insistenc
of the late Tom Eaton who was then the Chairman of the Memorial Trust in Norwich, that2# st come back a@s
tribute to those members of the 2nd Air Division who had lost their lives as well as those who suriirdlight over
had been quite exciting as "Diamond Lil" had lost her No.1 engine over the Arctic and had to limp into the NATO lpase
Keflavik in Iceland on three and the subsequent engine change delayed her arrival in Norwich by two days.

The Royal Air Force and Air Marshal Sir John Kemball played a huge part in the project with the Nimrods from No.1-
Squadron escorting "Diamond Lil" over the Atlantic and the Jaguars from No.41 Squadron at RAF Coltishall escorgng |
into Norwich. The support from many Norfolk businesses and hundreds of individuals made the flight possible (See "T
return of "Diamond Lil" by Larks Press).

During her stay at Norwich "Diamond Lil" made tribute flights over all the fourteen bases as well as the headqugrter:
Ketteringham Hall and the Hospital at Morley Hall (now Wymondham College) flying as many youngstefs &
possible. The response from the villages was so great that the CAF crew had to repeatMikewill certainly never
forget this historic and never to be repeated flight as a Tribute to the 2nd Air Division USAAF.
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fiDiamond Lil 6 at Prestwick, Scot | aArdvjngatodwikh escorted by No.41 Squadron
Jaguars from RAF Col t}]i s
completes the historic transatlantic flight




